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A Day Trip to Trier 

Our twins’ graduation from New Trier 
prompted us to include a day trip to Trier, 
Germany during our recent European 
vacation. A self-proclaimed history geek, I 
eagerly anticipated the ultimate photo op: 
our grads posed in front of the Porta Nigra, 
the Roman gate featured in the school logo. 

Trier, nestled in the Mosel River Valley 
wine region near the Luxembourg border, 
is now home to several UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. Established by the Romans 
circa 16 BC, “Augusta Trevorum” later 
became the capital of the western portion 
of the empire, earning it the moniker “the 
Rome of the North.” Visitors today can 
marvel at the best set of Roman ruins north 
of the Alps.

Traveling to Trier from Paris for the day 
proved to be quite manageable. After 
departing Gare de l’Est on a 9 a.m. train, 
we arrived in Trier in time for lunch. As we 
caught our first glimpse of the Porta Nigra 
on the short walk to the Market Square, I 
squealed in delight. Our teenagers rolled 
their eyes. But even they were won over by 
Trier’s charm. 

Jacob, our burgeoning engineer, was 
impressed by the sheer magnitude of 
Constantine’s Imperial Throne Room, 
the largest surviving pillarless room from 
antiquity. Daniel, our Latin scholar, enjoyed 
translating the portions of our lunch menu 
derived from a Roman cookbook. While 
my husband could have explored the 
subterranean structures of the Roman baths 
for hours, I marveled at the many eras of 
history we encountered within such a small 
radius -- from ancient Roman ruins to 
soaring Gothic cathedrals to the birthplace 
of Karl Marx (now a museum chronicling 
his life.) 

The timeline in this museum prompted me 
to reflect on Gross Point/Wilmette’s early 
history. Not long after Marx left Trier to 
embark on the intellectual journey that 
would define his life (and that of his wife 
Jenny, the “belle” of Trier,) others in the 
area would leave to start new lives across 
the Atlantic, ultimately settling in what 
came to be called New Trier township. 

On our walk back to the station to catch our 
evening train back to Paris, we encountered 
folks arriving for the Old Town Festival, an 
annual event held during the last weekend 
of June. Just before midnight we returned 
to our hotel in Paris, where the front desk 
attendant seemed perplexed to learn that we 
went to Germany for the day. Was six hours 
on a train worth the six hours we spent in 
Trier? Definitely.

For Further Reading (both books
available at the Wilmette Public 
Library): 
 
Gabriel, Mary. Love and Capital: Karl and 
Jenny Marx and the Birth of a Revolution, 
2011. (The first chapter recounts his early 
life in Trier.) 

Steves, Rick. Germany, 2023. (The chapter 
on Trier has a brief history of the town and 
a great walking tour.) 

by Lori Matten

The Porta Nigra (Latin for black gate), a 
large Roman city gate in Trier. This site is 
also depicted on New Trier High School’s 
seal.

Trier’s coat of arms.


