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Interviewee: Regina Fleischer

Rhea adler

Interviewer:
pate of'interview: sprind: 1981
Lengtn of time in wilmette .
pirth in pidgoszc? (Poland) ~ garmany ~ rife 192871933 - An
1y ch d ather in wholesale 1eather pusiness = antl-
gemitism forced move O Warsaw ‘
Explanatron asidic Jews — M ther's background vs. Father s
background-(more worldly) . !
the DepreSSLOn years in U.S.A;

o antisemitism — wWish to come tO gtates

conflicts within parents at thoughts of

leaving friends and family to reestablish themselves

in a newvw country kept them in Warsaw
German occupation = Formation of “Judenrat“ and Ghetto ~ Life
in the chetto - Concentration canps : )
Move toO factory apartment for safetyY - Mother picked up by

) olice, rather obtains her releas€ ~ Move from factory ~

s

Maid arranges for Regina to live with a polish catholic fFamily ~
Unsuccessful _ Returns tO Ghetto and Mother‘—_Leaves Ghetto
shortly.before its bnrning - Lived with catholic family —

- when'money ran out - polish uprising against“Germans -
Becomes courier for polish Registance ~ poles overcome
B ‘py‘Germans _ pecision to pe caught
Caught‘ahd'placed on a cattle train with 150 people ro a car -
: maken tO Ravensbruck, Germany in N.E.

Worked1as glave 1abor foT giemen's Electrlcal _ pescribes life
in concentration canp « wjife was hell," kept hair at great'

cost

pDecide tO pe taken ©OD transport and were put under Red Cross

, care -~ Uysed as camoufladge for movement'of German troops

Arrival in copenhagen after much delay and illness fyom food
from american Red Cross packages 7 To Malm5 - Lived in
cweden for 2@ year and a nalf waiting to come on Polis
quota

came tO u.s.h. at age of 18 years = Expression of strong
emotional pull then and nov ~ present philosophy

Came to New York city on “Gripsholm" - Met by dacle - pirst
lmpressions of New york and chicago -~ Mother employed
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1ived in small apartment, begins
school, dropped
s to work

in garment district,

school with no English at Roosevelt High

out, starts business college, finished and goe
for chemical jobbers

Meets Joseph Fleischer, marries and goes to New York as he
goes into Navy in Koreanh war - Returns to Chicago.
pregnant with daughter Janice while husband still in
gervice ~ paby born at Great Lakes Naval Hospital -
Mother has remarried SO she and baby take a furnished
apartment at 6106 University on the Midway ~ Joe returns,
gets employment and they move to a larger southside
apartment with very good friends across hall - Baby-sat
for each other - They alsoO sensed her potential and en-
couraged her to go to night school

Becomes pregnant second time - Has a son and remains a home-
maker 20 years '

Wl - Return to college after Janice entered New Trier and Marc

§ B is in junior high school - Equivalency test finds her
in 98 percentile _ Encouraged to enroll at Roosevelt
University in CLEP Program which University of Chicago
and Princeton developed - rested and entered as a college
junior, graduated with honors, graduate school at Rosary
prior to Roosevelt graduation - graduated Rosary with -

5 Job hunt, wilmette Library opening.under'Helen giniff - Works
= ‘part time with graduation following year. hired full
time as reference librarian and cataloguer under Mr.
Freiser and pDorothy Hasse€ = Upon her retirement became
Assistant Director under Dick Thompson
Library system goes on computexr - Lack of security - Community
attitudes chang® regarding respect of 1ibrary property
Takes computer course at Oakton community College ~-"Wilmette
‘public Library goes ©On computer,placed in.charge of
. conversion
Future of 1ibraries -~ various kinds of library users = Changes
in needs of readers as changes in communications occur






