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I was born in this house and so was my dadi.  My great-grandfatherii came over here 
from Westfalen, Germany, in 1847 and settled on Hibbard Rdiii, near Winnetka Ave.  We 
had a big farm.  What was it called? “Bernard Farm”iv And how big was the Farm? I 
don’t know. [discussion of if 6 acres is big].

1:18 He had ten children.  My grandfatherv was a carpenter, so he went to Chicagovi 
because there was a lot of building going on in Chicago at that time.  But in the Chicago 
Firevii, he lost everything. So, what little possessions they had, he put them in a 
wheelbarrow, and Grandma put the two children in a buggy, and the two of them walked 
from Chicago to Hibbard Rdviii. where they stayed with his folks until he built this house 
for himself.  Oh. Now what was his name? Joseph. And who did this property 
belong to where he built this house? I don’t know.  He bought the property from 
Hunter Rd all the way to Romona Rdix […]

2:25 My uncle Joex was a carpenter, he had 6 children.  Uncle Joe was a carpenter; 
Uncle Johnxi worked for Butler’s Brothers in Chicago; and my dad worked for Hibbard, 
Spencer, Bartlett, and Coxii in Chicago; and Uncle Benxiii stayed here and farmed the 
land; and then Katexiv and Aunt Rosexv married and moved to Chicago. But, later on, 
they … I guess when grandmaxvi and grandpa died, all this property was deeded out to 
the six children, divided equally among the six children, and my dad got the property 
from … a little bit beyond Cherokee to Seneca.  My dad had a tavern on the corner of 
Lake Ave and Illinois Rdxvii.  Oh What was the name of the Tavern? [not clear, maybe 
“Bones” or “Barns”?] and Uncle Bennie delivered the beer; he had a beer truck, a 
wagon, I should say, and he delivered beer to all people around, all the way down 
Wilmette [Rd].  Oh, did he make his own beer? No, he bought it.

4:17 and my dad was a bartender.  He’ stay inside, he was a bartender.  But then came 
the prohibition; dad decided to make it into a grocery store, and he bought my uncle out.  
And then a year laterxviii, he married Oh so he was quite young?  He was 35 years old 
when he got married.  He lived in this house because he was the youngest, the house 
was given to him.  He was the youngestxix.  Dad had six children: I’m the oldest, 
Elizabeth, Evelyn, Lucille, Mildred, and then my brother Bill.  Mildred, my youngest 
sister, and I live here; we aren’t married and we live here. 

5:46 Dad divided his property into six parcels of land, too, and I was given this house 
and Mildred was given the next house down.  So, we own these two lots together.  And 



then the others sold their lots.  Did they farm this area at all?  Your father, did he 
farm? My dad didn’t. Well, he was in the grocery business.  I was just trying to 
picture how deep these lots would be, because I was trying to think if the Brown’s farmxx 
extended partly up… well, I could show you.  I think it’s 165 feet.  I could be wrong.

6:41  The store was located on the corner of Lake and Illinois, on the southwest corner, 
and the Village bought it to build the fire station.  And the public service company 
bought next to it and built the power fuel plant there.  OH. You probably never noticed it; 
it sits way back.  Oh, yeah, I think I only ever noticed the fire station.  The store was 
[unclear, maybe “a nonconforming”] use. I suppose when it was built there were no 
zoning restrictions.  No.  So, then when the zooming restrictions were created, it 
that when the Village bought it?  Well, it used to be Gross Point.  So it wouldn’t 
have been until this area came into common use that it would have been 
nonconforming?  Right.  I’ll have to check the dates on the annexation. […] 

7:45 When the store was … Where the store stood was a fireworks factory, and there 
was a big explosion, and it made so much noise, I guess they could hear it from here to 
Waukegan.  Oh Really? Yeah, I guess some people lost their lives!xxi Do you have any 
time about when that was? No. Maybe Rose would know.  I think she did mention 
there was an explosion.  After that, my dad took one of the buildings, moved it over to 
the corner and made it into a grocery store, I mean, made it into a tavern, and a bowling 
alley.  Now, you said there were several buildings?  I guess there were several 
buildings from this fireworks company.  They were able to salvage one of them and he 
had it moved over to the corner.

9:00 At that time, that’s when he made it into a tavern and a bowling alley.  […] Do you 
know what it looked like, how the furniture was arranged?  Yeah, we do have some 
pictures, I could… mm hmm. And how about the bowling alley? You had to have 
pin-setters and things like that.  No, no pictures, but I remember the bowling alley, 
because that became our staff-room behind the store.  Oh. Can you describe that?  
Oh, there were about… it was a long, narrow building; room, I should say, and there 
must’ve been, oh, … one, two, three, … four alleys.  But, when prohibition came, they 
had to give up their tavern, and that’s when dad decided to make it into a grocery store.

10:22 Uncle Bennie lived here with my dad, mother and father, you know, for a long 
timexxii. But when he got married, he moved and had Uncle Joe build him a house on 
Romona and Lake.  It’s still standing.  And Dad lived here alone for about a year, and 
then he got married and mother used to help him in the grocery store, and run errands 
and stuff.  She was from money.  What was her name?  Surges S-U-R-G-E-S.  She 
helped him at the store.  They had six children.  I told you that.  Did you help at the 
store?  Oh, we all helped in the store.  As soon as we got home from school we had to 
[unclear]. They always kept us busy doing something.  



11:40 After I graduated from high school, I went to work at the village hall, about 2 years 
after. That was the depression.  My dad talk to Mr. [Kinny?  Kinsey?], who was then 
president, and told him I was looking for a job, and he told him they were wanting some 
typists. So, I went to Mr. Kinny’s house and he dictated letters to me and I’d type them, 
in his home.  Where did he live? On [unclear, maybe “Elmo”] Ave by the lake.  What 
was his full name? Harry Kinne K-I-double-N-E.  Oh. He was the President of The 
Village at that time. Now, did you learn typing while employed there?  No in high 
school. I was a typist for a couple of years, and then I became a switchboard operator.  
And the switchboard operator became the Village manager’s secretary.  Do you 
remember who the Village Manager was way back then?  Mr. Liden? Mr. … Mr. 
Koenig! K-O-E-N-I-G.  The Village Manager was different from the President? Yes. 

13:30 I was at the switchboard for a long time, and I liked being at the board., but I was 
really busy.  I don’t know how I did all the work that I did when I think about it, because I 
had to take dictation from everybody, and type the letters, and type the reports, and 
work the switchboard.  That’s two full-time jobs.  I don’t know how, I don’t understand 
how I did it, but at that time, it was a small office. The Village Clerk, the Village 
Collector, and the Superintendent of Public Works had a desk in one room, you know, 
where the switchboard was.  Where was the Village Hall located? Where it is now? 
Wilmette Central, ya. Where they tore it down long ago, you know the building with all 
the pillars? Yes, I remember now the old Village Hall, but you all had one office 
basically? Yes. One room.  And then off of that room was the Treasurer’s office and 
there were only 3-4 desks in that office.  And the Police Department was on the same 
floor at the other end of the building. And the Council Room was on the second floor, 
and the Judge’s Chambers and the Health Department, and the Building Inspector. 
They were on the second floor.  

15:07 And on Saturdays it seems everybody and his uncle would stop at the Village hall 
and it would be a great meeting place for everybody.  And the Village President and the 
Trustees would often drop in, you know, and talk to people.  And it was so interesting 
seeing people go up the stairs to see the court room and you’d try to see if you knew 
anybody.  What kind of cases were tried up there? Was is just the traffic court?  It 
was the traffic court.  They also had a jail in the basement.  Oh they did? Yeah. There 
was a jail in the basement.  I don’t remember anybody ever being down there, but 
There was a cell with doors? Yes!

16:02  Let’s see, I was … then the Village Collector asked me if I would be Special 
Assistant Clerk.  At that time, they were putting in all these improvements, you know, it 
would be a promotion.  The girl who had that job left for a better job, and I said no I 
wouldn’t… I’d rather be here at the switchboard.  Well, he said, this job is going to be 
discontinued; we’re going to have a system like the bank has, where you don’t need a 
switchboard and anybody can answer the phone.  So, I said, well, I don’t want to lose 



my job. So I said yes to them, and it was hard.  But I did it.  And after a while the Special 
Assistant was Peter [unclear, maybe “Doubs”].  So I became Assistant Cashier, as well 
as Special Assessment Clerk.  There were still a lot of collections, but not as many.  I 
would help Mrs. [unclear “Breschna”?] register people as they came in, like to vote.  
Well, she became very ill and had to go to the hospital.  She had to appoint somebody 
as pro tem while she was in the hospital so she suggested that I do it.  I just thought it 
would for a little bit of time… weeks maybe. But she died.  Well, nobody expected that 
because she was very young; she must’ve been in her forties.  So I worked … I acted 
as the Village Clerk, together with the job I had.  Went back and took the meetings and 
registered people.  I thought all this was going to be temporary and then they asked me 
if I would like to be a Village Clerk.  And I said, No, I wouldn’t.  So they appointed Jackie 
Berkhart, remember her? Yes Then she had to run for the office.  I was glad I didn’t 
accept that job.  That would have been temporary too.  I didn’t want a political job, I 
wanted to hold on to my work, my job.  Yes, I can see that if you have a responsible 
job like that it shouldn’t be connected to politics. No.  

19:06 Later on, when Mr. … oh I’m getting mixed up… Before that, Mr. Kerr was Village 
Collector and I worked for him.  When he died, Mr. Plait, who was an accountant was 
appointed, well. He was, at that time, the Village Treasurer, I guess.  He was given the 
title of Village Collector as well. Village Collector and Village Treasurer.  I’m not sure, 
because Bill Robinson was Village Treasurer.  He [Mr. Plait] was Village Accountant 
and Village Collector.  They decided later on, the Village Board, that they should have a 
Village Collector.  It was just to sign checks, that was really all you have to do.  So they 
appointed me the Village Collector.  And I didn’t have too much extra work; I just had to 
sign the checks and write reports.  I held that position until I retired.  Now, can you kind 
go back and at one point you said that the Village did not have a President?  They 
did.  They didn’t have a Village Manager at one point.  It was a Village president and the 
Board of Trustees.  So basically the Village Manager hasn’t changed all that much; 
there is just a Village President. Yes.  That’s right.  But the village grew so much; they 
would require a Village Manager.  I retired as Village Collector Dec 1st, 1974.  When 
Mr. Kenig resigned to take another job in Michigan, Bill Wolf who was Village Engineer 
and Village Commissioner was appointed as Village Manager, and he held that job for 
many years until he retired and Mr. Blum took over as Village Manager. 

i William Bernard Thalman (1878-1960)
ii Gerhard Thalman (1800-?)
iii A 1920 map calls this “Thalman Rd”.  ***********.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/wilmette/id/1018/ 
iv Maybe named after her great uncle Bernard Thalman?
v Joseph Thalman (1840-1910)
vi They were in the 1870 Census in the 17th Ward, bounded on the east by Lake Michigan, on the west by 
the north branch of the Chicago River, to the north by North Ave and to the south by Division St.
vii ********en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Chicago_Fire; in 1870, they lived in the pink region labelled on this 
map, 



********en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Chicago_Fire#/media/File:Great_Chicago_Fire_map_with_starting_po
int_cropped_with_arrow.jpg, labelled 14 wd.
viii That’s about 15 miles.  Google maps indicates it would take about 5.5 hours to walk (unburdened). 
********maps.app.goo.gl/odtfX4YZWGALex1R7 
ix This property is labelled as lots 44 and 49 in section 32 on this 1920 map of Gross Point: 
***********.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/wilmette/id/1018/ It is also labelled “G Thallman 44 acres” on this 
1870 plat map: ***********.loc.gov/resource/g4103c.la000106/?r=0.641,0.122,0.144,0.086,0 
x Joseph August Thalman (1870-1945)
xi John E Thalman (1874-1917)
xii ***********.thckk.org/history/hsb.pdf 
xiii Bernard (aka Benjamin) Mathias Thalman (1876-1942)
xiv Katherine Thalman (1873-1944)
xv Rosina Susan Thalman (1881-1967)
xvi Caroline (Willman) Thalman (1840-1910)
xvii Illinois Rd was called Reinwald Rd then, see the 1920 map.
xviii 15 Sep 1914 William Bernard Thalman married Mary Catherine Surges (1885-1956)
xix This isn’t quite true.  Her Aunt Rose was a few years younger than her father, but William was the 
youngest son.
xx According to the 1870 plat map, the Brown’s farm is on the East side of Hunter Rd, in a 40 acre square.
xxi Two teenagers (Annie Borre, 17, and Nick Borre, 15) died.  Florence’s Aunt Kate (age 20) was also 
injured.  "Die in an Explosion", The Chicago Chronicle, Chicago, Illinois. 16 Apr 1896, pg 
1.  ***********.newspapers.com/article/the-chicago-chronicle-2-dead-3-fatal-in/168125063/
xxii Florence’s Uncle Bennie got married to Elizabeth Wasnowsky on 6 Mar 1905.  Bennie and Willie were 
living with their widowed mother, Caroline, during the 1910 census Caroline died in 1910 after the census. 
Bennie lived with only his wife and children on Lake Ave in the 1920 census.
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